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Horace, Odes Lib. 4 


Theſe Bug-Bear Meteors which the timorus Eyes 
Of pavid Mortals ds behold in Skies, 
TT ff raſh Cenſures hang there in ſu ſpence, 
( Since every thing is rul'd by Providence. 
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1 he Blazing-Star. 


T*: general Diſcourſe of all ſorts of people being 


concerning the Blazing Star , which by ſo many 

hath ſaid ro have of late been ſeen , bath invited 
my pen to write ſomething thereof; no diſcourſe either in 
Tavern, Alehouſe, or Coffehouſe, but of it what it ſhould 
porten\, and what other ſuch like Commets. have been ſeen 
before times; whereinit would make one ſmile to conſider 
how various they are ;in their conjeRures, every one fan- 
cying ir doth portend whar they would have come to paſs; 
and people being in ſo many different mindes, it muſt there- 
fore by conſequence follow there muſt be divcrfity of opini- 
ons thereof 3 others are ſuch nullifidians as not to believe any 
thing which they have not ſeen , and therefore having warch- 
edrwo or three nights fruitleſly, conclude iris onely a report 
raiſed, that hath no truth for its baſis or foundation Infinite 
many hundreds of people have put themſelves to trouble and 
charges to behold ic ; fo that it is ſaid the Pariſh of /lington 
have gained by thoſe that have repaired thither upon this ac» 
count, ſome hungreds of pounds ; ſo that we may conclude 
whatſoever this Star doth portend , it did portend profit to 
them. 

It is ſaid to be South.weſt from us, and doth as it were 
point towards Be/gium, and thoſe Netherland Countreyes ; 
being judged by the eyeto be about the bigneſs of a Peck, 
and that it bruſheth out with a ftream about chree yards, ac- 
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cording to apprehenſion ; WA Meteors or Commets 
very rare (ſcarce one in an age) are by the vulgar people be. 
held with great admiration, as betokening the deſtruRion of 
ſome Naticn or Countrey , or the death of ſome eminenr 
Perſon; and thereupen they fancy to themſclves ſtrange 
whinzies and chymeras, as they uid before upon Lites 
Bl.:ck Monaay, when many Countre; people brought in their 
(Cattle from the Fields and put them into houſes , as a more 
ſec':re place ; asif the effe ts of that Ecclipſe could not hurt 
them within doors, which indeed was not fo great nor ſo 
dark, but that the people could thereby ſec huyy they were 
ecluded by that Aſtrologer, 

Thefe Commets or Blazing=$tars are hot fumes of a thick 
ſubſtance, i;ke anto Glew , which being exhaled above im the 
air, and novering aloft until it be blinded ; if it movnt very 
high ic then bocometh a Blazing or Burning Star, and contt- 
nueth uacil iuch time his ſubſtance is exhauſted : bur if jc 
monne not a great heighth, it then onely flies like a Squib 
through the Aire, and is ſuch as we ca': ſhooting or falling 
Stars, and may be ſeen in a clear Winters night very ofcen ; 
aithough ignorant people will not be pzrſwaded bat that they 
arethe Scars which thus fall; which it ic ſhould be ſo, the 
Sky in a ſhort ſpace would be empty. . 

But to return w..ere we left concerning Blazing-Stars, we 
may finde in our Hiſ orjes of many fuch which have happen- 
ed in former Ages, of which our Chronicles abound wich 
plenty of examples, one ver!) memorable in the Year 1966. 
Of which Sr-we in his Annals thus writech. 

A thouſand ſix and ſixty years it is as doth appear, 
Since that a Blazing Star appeared which put #5 in great 
. fear ; 
For Nornens Duke King William then did wnto Eng- 
land go 
eAnd with K:ng Herald Battle joyn d and him did over- 
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Many other examples could we produce out of our Engliſh 
Hiſtories as well as Forreign , of many great Commer, or 
Blazing Stats which have appeared , and have been then by 
the people (as now) becauſe things that were rare beheld 
v ith much aſtoniſhment and admiration. Now though the 
meaneit chings are not to be deſpiſed , nor the leaſt omen to 
be condemne.l, yet would I not have the common people to 
build their faith fo m ich npon theſe ights { becauſe not co n+ 
mon) as therefore to conclude that we mult of necesfiry have 
ſome ſtrange thing come to paſs, either inthis Land , or in 
ſome other, fince the works of God are marveilous an4 a+ 
tore our apprehenſion, and therefore co reit contented, and 
leave the event of chings co his will , and diſpoſal ; neither 
arc theſe new things, our Chronicles (as I (aid) being fo 
plentifally ſtored with examples of th:m, as of other of 
more ſt:ange nature ; for we read that in Anno t 545. Inthe 
tim? of King Hemry the eighth, there fell in La»cahiere Hail 
ſtones as big as mens tiſts , and that which is moſt ſtrange, 
ſore were of the ſhape of mens faces, others were faſhioned 
like Gun-holes, &c. Yea, we finde itcredibly reported thac 
inthe /x4zes it hath rained Frogs ; for the Sun and the reſt 
of the Planets exbaling from the earch, the coll yapour of 
rain, from femiſh and watery places, wherein Fro:s were en- 
gendred ; This being carriedinto the middle Region of the 
Aire, where by the extremity of cold it is thickned into che 
budy cf a Cloud, being driven thereabout by the winde, it 
doth afterwards diſſolve and fall upon the earth , the Frogs 
being all his tice carried abont by the ſam< means with the 
water, upon the diſſolutioa doth with the rain fall rogether. 
Some people who refer the grand Revelations of the world 
to the Year 1666. Wherein they expect the downefall of the 
Pope, and other ſtrange and wonderful bufineſſes , make ac- 
count that this is the f_ re-r1nnner thereof : fo apt are people 
to believe any novelcy : thereby making govd the words that 
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'eneſlaid, Sepientesoling aſtra aucint jam inſipientes decipinnt, 
\Tke Stars ivimcrly led wiſer men, and now play with fools, 
The example of Queen Elizabeth in this poiat-is highly to be 
maznificdz; who pcing at Richmond at the time. of a Co, 
met inthe zear 1568 And being difſwaded by  fome of the 
Courtters from looking thereon , as being deſtruRive to Mo- 
parchical greacticſs ; with a courage an[werable ro that port 
ſhe alwayes carried,denycd their requeſts; and caufing the 
window to be opened, ſhethus ſaid, 7«44 jt lea, ſhewing 
thereby her ſtedfaſt hope and confidence was more firmly 
plantea in the providence of God then to be blaſted or af- 
trighted {with thole ſights which either had their original 
cauſe from nature, or at the molt had no warrant from Scri- 
prure to-portend the miſhap of Frinces, andit is very obſer- 
vable, that thovgh ſhe werea moſt excellent Princeſs, and 
ene who carried the halls in her own hand from all the Prin- 
ces of Chriſtendom, Curing the time of her whole Reign, 
wherin ſo many noble ations were performed ; yer there was 
n9,Comer appeared before her death . . (a/though in the be- 
gianing of her Reign there was. This 1-write-onel; to 
bring men off from that ſuperſtitious opinion that ſuch Co» 
mets or Blazi:iz-Srars are the certain fore-runners of the 
death of ſome eminent Perſon ; whereas I am confident, h:d 
this new Star appeared a quarter of a year ago, it would have 
teen by ſomeconſtantly averred,chat it did prelage the deatd 
of Connt Serini,, who (to the great loſs of all Chriſtendom) 
was unfortunately ſlain by a wiide Bore, 

Well therefore may the words of the Prophet Feremy be 
applied to.this purpoſe, Be not diſmayed at the ſigues of the 
heaven, for the Heathen are diſmayed at them , Chap+10- 3. 


To which may be added that ſaying in che Provecbs, There. 
is no new thing under the Sun : and therefore one ſaid wilely,, 


T hat be did not indeed fear any ſuth ſign? , but the maker or 
cauſer of them. For indeed it is onely our ignorance of things 


that makes them ſeem” prodigious ard miracnlous unto us ; 
where- 
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whereas il we knew the true caufe, the wonder would ſoors 
decline, and ſeemle(s, ſo that what at firſt Teemed mon- 
ft: ous and miraculous, would then become common, ifnot al- 
together (lighted, 

And yet granting that theſe Comets had ſuchan influence 
as is-pretended, yer we have it from good hands, and atteſted 
by: perſons, of knowledge , that the effeRs of this (range 
Star do. no yviayes concern any of the Dominjons of his Ma- 
jeſty of Grear Britain * In vain therefore let the Phanaticks 
hope'to reap a goldea barvelt to themſelvs, and think to gain 
Proſelytes rhereby, which may perhaps produce a new book 
of Prodigies, fince as Gemma Friſics laith, v ho obſerved all 
the Comets that ever wer? , that he had noted as many good 
effects as bad which have ſucceeded chem. 

As for # particulu inſtance, that glorious Star which ap- 
peared at tde Birth of one Sovereign 1.ord King ( bales rhe 
Second 3. what happineſs it did partead to wur Nation, I 
think nv-man;c8n be ignorafly, n the enjozmene of ſo great 
and gracious a Prince , one whole abilities and vertues are ſo 
far above my-undeeſtanging, thas 1 mnſt rather lay down my 
pen and admire them , then any wayes think with my weak 
$kill ro ſet them forth : but this ſome may fay was no Co- 
met, buta divine direction or ptophecy of the preszt good 
and iveft1mable benefits we do receiveat this preſent by ha- 
ving ſo pious and prudent a Prince, 

Bat to draw towards a concluſion, let not kuriane weak- 


neſs bc afraid of thoſe things which bavenothing to do with 
this world v herein welive, but rely on God , who bath gi- 


- venus command no: !9be afraid of the ſigner of heaven : for 


how can the Comer diſcover future things, or have a know- 
ledge of them: I approve therefore very much of Ye/paſians 
bumour, who upon the appeargece of a Comet, being told 
by ſome it portended his death, replyed merrily, Ne, this ba- 
ſay Star denotes not me, but rather the Parthian King, for he 
wears bnuſoy lacks, but I am bald. 

And 
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Ai therefore let people conf] 'er, that Comets take their 
own courſe agall other narurals do \ and therefore ob what 
concernment can the; be with the Stars, chat the Nations of 
mankinde make with one enether, that zhey ſhould foreſhew 
the Wars and Slaughters which will enſue : as if before there 
had been no Wars, or death of Princes, for by tle ſame req» 
ſon they may reter all the troubles and miſchiefs which ſhall 
ariſein the world untila new Comer doth appear, and make 
the former to be forgotten', unto that Comet which did pre- 
cede, 

Let none therefore trouble their heads with fear or diſors 
der upon the appearance of ſuch __ ſights, or the direful 
effects, that ſome may pretend this Comet ſhould fignifie, 
but rather diſpoſe our ſelves to the ſerious thoughts of whae 
Ste, Peter delivers in his fecond Book and third Chapter, viz. 
The day of the Lord will come as 4 thief in the nigbt,in the which 
the heavens (hall paſs away with a great noiſe , and the Eloments 
ſhall melt with fervent heat , the earth alſo , end the Works thas 
are therein ſhall be burm wp, And that our fortane-under God 
is in our own bands , and that no thing bur fin can pull down 
any of theſe miſerics upon us, which ſome would perſwade 
chis Comet might portend, . 
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